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CLEANSING TOWELETTE DISPENSER 
SCOPE OF THE INVENTION 

This invention is related to the domain of plastic cases, and in particular to those 
which may contain stacks of dry or moist towelettes, especially towelettes to which 
cleansing solutions are added, for example for glasses, hands, eye shades, monitor 
screens, or cosmetic solutions which may contain cosmetic oils, cleansing milk, or 
1 0 absorbent or paper towelettes. 

PRIOR ART 

Certain patents have especially attracted our attention: 

FR 2233020; Cordi; Jan 1975, shows folded moist towelettes in a double-walled 
15 container. 

US 5219092; Moraud; June 15, 1993; shows interleaved towelettes supported in 
small packets. 

DE Switzerland 259082; outer cover with lid 

US 5622281; folded paper dispenser 
20 US 3994417; moistened towelettes in a container to be supported on a base which 

has a roll of paper. 

US 3172564; Enloe; March 9, 1965, reveals a method for rolling paper to be 

folded. 

EP 157628; corrugations keep the sheets aligned. 

25 
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OBJECTIVES AND ADVANTAGES 

A general object of the invention is to provide a portable container which may 
hold two stacks of towelettes: one moist, the other dry. More particularly, a watertight 
and hinged box which comprises a container and a lid, with an inner removable box 
5 which has two compartments. 

IN THE DRAWINGS 

With respect to the drawings that illustrate an embodiment of the invention 

FIG. 1 is an exploded view of a case for towelettes for cleaning glasses 
10 FIG. 2 is a view of the inside of a compartment of the case. 

FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the case. 

FIG. 4 is a front view of the case in FIG. 3. 

FIG. 5 is a side view of the case in FIG. 3. 

FIG. 6 is a cross section of the case in FIG. 3. 
15 FIG. 7 is a view of an alternate embodiment. 

FIG. 8 is a view of the outside of the alternate embodiment. 

FIG. 9 is a section of the alternate embodiment. 

FIG. 10 is a cross section in open position. 

20 DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

In the description that follows and in the drawings that accompany it, like 
numbers refer to identical parts in the various figures. 

FIG. 1 represents an open plastic dispenser 20, a sort of case, which has a lid 22 
which may be closed over a container 24. An inner box 26 which has a moist chamber 
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28 which dispenses a stack of moist towelettes 30, shown in dotted lines, through a 
serrated opening 29 and a dry chamber 32 which dispenses a stack of dry towelettes 34, 
shown in dotted lines, through a straight opening 33. A female perimeter 36 makes 
possible the watertightness of the device through its adjustment to a male perimeter 38. 
5 Rounded corners 39 are present on the perimeter. A hinge 40 is at the back as well as a 
tab 42 that connects to a cavity 44. On the center front, a lid fastener 46 may fasten onto 
a container fastener 48 through a fastener latch 49. In order to make possible greater 
solidity and watertightness, low central walls 50 are placed in parallel in order to hold a 
partition 52 (FIG. 2.). 

10 FIG. 2 shows the inner box 26 divided by the partition 52 into two separate 

chambers: the moist chamber 28 and the dry chamber 32. A bottom 31, where the 
serrated or straight openings are located, is also shown. 

FIG. 3 shows the lid 22 and its corners 39 in plan. At the back is the hinge 40 and 
at the front the lid fastener 46 and the container fastener 48. A rectangular identification 
15 cavity 54 is placed on the upper surface. 

FIG. 4 shows the case 20, the lid 22, and the container 24 with two narrowed 
areas on the perimeter which define a lid angle 56 toward the top and a container angle 
58 toward the bottom. 

FIG. 5 shows the case from the side, in closed position, so as to show the bend of 
20 the hinge 40. 

FIG. 6 shows the inside of the case 20 in cross section. The recess of the inverted 
inner box 26 is in the container 24. In the moist chamber 28, the serrated opening 29 
makes it possible to dispense the moist towelettes 30. Concurrently, the straight opening 



33 is located in the dry chamber 32 for the passage of the dry towelettes 34. The recess 
of the female perimeter 36 around the male perimeter 38, which makes watertightness 
possible, is noted. The hinge 40 also acts in the same sense. The introduction of the 
partition 52 into the low central walls 50 is also noted. 

5 FIG. 7 shows a lid compartment 25 made thinner in the lid 22, as well as a 

compartment 27, also made thinner, in the container. Each of the compartments has an 
opening: a serrated opening 29 in the compartment 27, and an elongated opening 60, 
preferably straight, in the lid compartment 25. 

FIG. 8 shows the serrated opening 29 which makes it possible to remove the 

10 moist towelettes placed centrally in the compartment 27 which serves as the container 
compartment. 

FIG. 9 shows the female perimeter 36 around the lid 22 and the male perimeter 38 
which fits into it. The lid compartment and the compartment, which define two 
reversible cartridges 62 hinged to the hinge 40, are also shown. 

15 FIG. 10 illustrates an embodiment in open position, of which the lid 22 is 

connected to the container 24 at a 125 degree angle and hinged around the hinge 40. The 
partition 52 appears in the inner box 26 to delimit, once it is put in contact with the low 
walls of the container 24, two chambers: the moist chamber 28 and the dry chamber 32. 
The male perimeter 38 around the container 24 is also shown in section. There may also 

20 be a single chamber. 

FIG. 1 1 illustrates an embodiment which may use three compartments of which 
there are two moist chambers 28 made in a container compartment 53, by the partition 52 
taken next to the bottom of the container 24. Two serrated outlet openings 29 for moist 
towelettes 30 are distanced from the partition 52 while the outlet for dry towelettes 



through the elongated opening 60 in the lid 22 is positioned centrally and opposite the 
partition 52 in order to remain away from the moist towelettes when the lid 22 is closed 
on the container 24. 



5 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In summary, the invention presents a dispenser 20 which comprises a container 
24 and a lid 22 attached to the container. An inner box 26, which serves as a 
compartment which may be removable, is inverted in the container 24 and defines a 
compartment 27 for holding a stack of towelettes 30, the inner box 26 having a bottom 31 

10 and a serrated opening 29 made in the bottom for removing the towelettes. 

Due to a watertight means of attaching the container and the lid in a closed 
position, the opening of the lid around a hinge 40 and the passage of the towelettes 
through the serrated opening 29 make it possible to use towelettes kept in a controlled 
environment by pulling them. 

15 A second box may be installed in the lid. This lid compartment 25 comprises a 

lid compartment opening for dispensing a second type of towelettes. The inner box and 
the lid compartment occupy, in a superposed position, a space which allows for a closed 
position of the lid. 

The watertight means may be a rim of the lower part 38 which forms three male i 
20 sides around the container 24 and a rim of the upper part which forms three females sides 
designed to cover the rim of the lower part. The hinge partly covers a fourth side. This 
fourth side comprises, in the rim of the lower part, a pair of short extensions of the male 
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sides and, in the rim of the upper part, a thickening of the wall designed to fill in the short 
extensions. 

The inner box 26 may also comprise a partition 52 which defines two chambers, 
one comprising a stack of towelettes of one type and the neighboring chamber 
5 comprising a stack of towelettes of a complementary type. Each chamber has an outlet 
opening to make it possible to remove the towelettes. 

The reversible cartridge 62 (FIG. 9) has a lesser thickness than the thickness of 
the lid and may be placed on either side in the lid. 

Other embodiments are possible: for example, the lid compartment 25 or the 
10 compartment 27 may or may not be removable. One method may involve the following 
steps: 

- construction of the lid compartment 25 and/or a compartment 27. 

- storage of the towelettes in those compartments. 

- followed by the sealing of those compartments by microwave heating. 

15 

The single or double cartridges of FIGS. 2 or 8 may also be sealed. The same 
cartridges and containers may also be made with dimensions twice as large as those that 
currently appear. 

A single chamber and a single opening may be found. The serrated opening may 
20 take the form of a corrugation and may be almost straight but with roughnesses that 
produce resistance and allow for retention. A straight but fairly narrow opening may also 
be used to create the necessary tension to separate the moist sheets so that they may be 
removed one by one. 
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It is well understood that the embodiment of this invention, which was described 
above, with reference to the attached drawing, was provided by way of example and is in 
no way restrictive, and that modifications and adaptations may be made without the 
object felling outside the framework of this invention. 
5 Other embodiments are possible and are limited only by the scope of the claims 

that follow: 
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